
 

 

 

Message in a Bottle  by Lesley Spangenberg 
 
One cold Saturday in November, I was doing what I regularly do, picking up rubbish from 
the shore at Spey Bay. Today was different.  Today I found something I had always 
wanted to find – A MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE.  Well, it was a jam jar actually.  I was 
overcome with excitement, jumping about like a two year old.  I made my way quickly 
back to the car (with only a half bag of rubbish) to examine my treasure.  The lid was 
taped on but the note inside had managed to get very wet.  I carefully tried to peel the 
folded page apart.  It was ripping.  Lots of thoughts rushed through my mind.  Where in 
the world had it come from?  How long had it been at sea?   
 
It was torn, but I managed to read it – “Hello, my name is Kevin. I am 6 years old…” is 
how it started. The excitement was mounting. It continued …”I live at 17 Murrayfield, 
Fochabers…” I let out a laugh.  Just my luck!  Nevertheless I was thrilled.  I replied to 
Kevin in Murrayfield, telling him how pleased I was to have found his note.  I hope he 
wasn’t too disappointed that it did not go far!  I wished him better luck next time.  I was 
chuffed and my phone line was busy that night letting everyone know about it. Next time 
you go for a walk on the beach, take a bag, collect some rubbish.  Help keep Scotland’s 
coastline clean – you never know what you may find! 
 

STOP PRESS We have just had 
news from Kevin’s family. It 
seems that all three boys in the 
Lawtie family sent off similar 
messages. We know about 
Kevin’s message, BUT… Michael 
received a letter from a young 
lady in the SEYCHELLES! 
  
‘Treetops, Kenya, PO Box 24 
Nyeri.’ “Dear Michael.  Found 
your bottle off the coast of 
Seychelles.  It has come a very 
long way!  I am holidaying here 
after being in Kenya and am 

delighted to find your bottle and letter.  Hope you enjoy your school and play lots with 
your friends.  Was a true find, finding your message in a bottle.  All the best, Samantha.”  
    
As we go to press Gordon is still waiting for an answer! Hope it comes soon. 
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David  - a grannie remembers 
 
David was not a Fochaberian. He adopted Fochabers from an early age and over the years 
Fochabers grew to love him. But then that was David. Everyone who knew him, even for a 
short time, was touched by him in some way. Each seemed to take something special from 
knowing him. 
 

His cleverness – yes, he had a wonderful brain. He was able to read some things from 
newspapers and simple maths before he went to school. His original dream was to be a 
space scientist. He was even in touch with NASA. When his health denied that he 
contacted the European Space Programme. As his condition deteriorated further he had to 
lower his sights and medical science was his next idea. He never lost the idea of having a 
goal in life. 
 

David brought out the best in everyone. At Milne’s primary school sports day he took part 
in everything. He knew he couldn’t win and so did his classmates, but I will never forget 
the boy who partnered him in the three legged race. The boy knew he had no chance of 
winning but that didn’t matter. He was helping David. The last race of the afternoon was 
the long one – a full circuit of the field. David took part. He ran. He walked. He stopped 
and went on again. Everyone was finished and David was still there. Then all the other 
runners and the teachers joined David and finished the race with him. Everybody was 
calling out, “David! David!” Oh how they cheered when he finished. I shall never forget 
that day and the kindness of it all. I cried unashamedly. 
 

In his life and through the trauma of cystic fibrosis we all thought we were there to cheer 
him up, but it didn’t take long for us to realise that he was the one doing the cheering up. 
He never complained or never once said, “Why me?”  
 

David took part in Milne’s High School Public Speaking Competition. Not surprising his 
subject was cystic fibrosis. He approached it in a light hearted way, getting across the 
seriousness of it – without being morbid. He gave the facts about daily living and about 
the necessary large amounts of medication. He even made a few jokes and kept the mood 
light not sad. He won. 
 

His thoughts were never for himself. In hospital he made up quiz sheets and sold them to 
visitors and spent the money on treats for the staff. They never forgot him. Some were able 
to attend his funeral. He raised money for Blue Peter projects and for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Fund. For his efforts he was awarded the Blue Peter Gold Badge. Later, with the help of 
his uncle Colin, he got “The Beechgrove Garden” to regenerate a wildlife pond at Forres 
Academy. 
 

David was not diagnosed with cystic fibrosis until he was eight years old. By then his 
lungs were irreparable. His only chance was a lung transplant. About two years ago he 
went to Newcastle Hospital Transplant Unit. There he was told that he was unsuitable. He 
wouldn’t be strong enough. It was a hard knock, to have his hopes dashed and he knew 
there was nothing else to do.  
But David being David, said, “I will live what time is left to me and do what I can.”  His 
greatest wish was to bring to the fore the seriousness of cystic fibrosis and a blood test at 



birth would detect it. He saw that wish fulfilled. Now all new born babies can have this 
test. 
 
He made a wish list when he knew time was short. Top of the list was to plant a tree in 
Fochabers to remember those whose lives are touched by cystic fibrosis. Not only those 
who suffer, but those who care for them. This was made possible in July 2006 by Gordon 
and Ena Baxter’s involvement and 
a new garden area between The 
Famous Fochaberians and the 
cricket field. We will always 
remember their kindness. 
   
 David’s immediate family was 
very special to him. He spent a lot 
of time with his younger brother 
Steven. Their talks were very deep 
and sincere and will always 
remain private. His baby brother, 
Andrew, was a great joy to him. 
He was always so protective of 
him. . He would have liked to 
have had more time with him, but 
it was not to be. His great love 
was for his mother, his nurse, his 
counsellor, his friend. She shared 
every pain, every setback every 
worry and the times he did feel 
low she pulled him back got him 
smiling again. I am so proud of 
her, my daughter Edweena. 
 

Every time I asked him how he 
was, no matter how he was 
feeling, his answer was always the 
same, “I’m fine Granny, but how are you?” I’ll always hear him say that.                                                                                               
                                                                                                               Philomena Hayes  
 
 
“David was a great spirit, a wonderful example to everyone, young and old, whose lives 
he touched.  The ‘Davidia’, or Handkerchief/White Dove Tree, he so bravely planted last 
July overlooking the Spey, as it matures and flourishes, will remind us of another special 
son of Fochabers.”                          
 
Gordon Baxter  February 2007 
 
 
 
 



 
Scouting – 100 Years Young  
 
This year is going to be an exciting time for Scouts all over the world as they 
celebrate their 100th Birthday. Already there are National Celebrations organised 
such as the Sunrise Ceremonies on 1st August and the World Jamboree being held 
just a few miles from where the first Scouting Camp was held on Brownsea Island. 
 
Moray is holding several area wide events for all sections and the general public. 
This started with the Founders Day Parade and Service on Sunday 25th February in 
Elgin. There will be a “Scouting About Day” at Loch Park, Drummuir on the 25th 
May. This will be an activity day open to everyone where you can come along and 
join with the activities, everything from archery and canoeing to campfire cooking. 
There will be something for everyone, and it’s all free! 
 
We are also looking to compile a list of any King or Queen Scouts in Moray, so if you hold this honour 
then please pass your details to the Area Commissioner, Pam Bain who will be delighted to hear from 
you. 
 
If you have ever thought about getting involved but never got round to it, there is no better time than now. 
We are always looking for Leaders, Helpers, Camp Assistants, Committee Members and Organisers. In 
fact if you are willing to help we can find a position for you. 
 
Scouting is for everyone from 6 – 106 so if you would like more information on any aspect of Scouting in 
Moray then please contact Pam Bain at 2 Mill Place, Mosstodloch  IV32 7JQ   
Phone 01343 821278 or e-mail acmorayscouting@hotmail.co.uk 
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Since its inception Comic Relief has raised millions of 
pounds for charities at home and abroad and 
participants have had lots of fun into the bargain. This 
year Jamie Oliver has been telling us to go get a red 
nose at Sainsbury’s. We wonder – is that the only outlet available?  
Milne’s Primary and Milne’s High are still discussing details for fundraising. 
Take Note are getting tuned up for a mini talent show in Bellie Church Hall. 
Parents and friends are welcome and proceeds will, of course, go to Comic Relief. 

 

Warning! 
Willie Johnston we are on your trail. When we do catch 
up with you we will be able to report back on how your 
days are spent We want to know how you have survived 
the low flying gulls which wreak havoc on the streets of 
Fochabers. We have the evidence. You certainly do us 
proud - and the end product? Clean pavements and 
gutters.    



 
A Serious Message for the Residents of Fochabers 

From Ian Cruickshank, Community Warden 
 

Over the last couple of months I have noticed a rise in the number of cases of dog 
fouling in several areas of Fochabers.  I would just like to remind dog owners that it 
is an offence to fail to clean up after your dog. 
 
 Bags are supplied free of charge from the Library or from the police station.  There 
is no reason whatsoever why you can’t use any other type of plastic bags when you 
have forgotten to pick up a supply.  I will have no hesitation of issuing a fixed 
penalty of £40 should I see the culprits, or if I get information about who is 
responsible. 
   
Let us work together to stamp out this type of irresponsible behaviour.  Anyone with 

any information who can help eradicate this problem please  leave a message for me at Fochabers Police 
Station in Institution Road and I will get in touch with you or you can phone the ASB Hotline on 0800 
5877197.  Thank you. 
 

Fochabers Autumn Club 
 
Fochabers Autumn Club is a long established club catering for people who have 
time to relax and enjoy these splendid autumn years. We are looking for new 
members aged 65 and over. If you fall into this age group and still don’t know 
what fun you can have with likeminded locals come and join us.  
 
Last year we had a coffee morning, afternoon tea, bus run and Christmas lunch 
with entertainment. Transport is provided if required. We have a superb committee of 
ladies who visit members in their “patch”. 
 In the first instance why not contact any of the following 
Clair Tombe on 820497, Denise Brown on 829150 or Alison Borthwick on 820667 and we will be 
delighted to give you more information.   Clair Tombe 
 

Ataxia  
 

In our last edition we outlined the serious condition of Ataxia and how it has affected a local family. It is 
heart-warming to report that the village has got behind the Lawtie family in raising awareness and funds. 
The final total  from the Coffee Morning held in the Institute in November was £1801 for Ataxia UK. 

This included monies from collecting tins at the Co-op and from Mary’s legendary 
quizzes.  

 
      Now there is a new initiative - a sponsored walk planned for Saturday  
21st April. The meeting place is the Alice Littler Park in Aberlour and the 
starting time is 9.30am.  The participants will be walking 15 miles along 

the well trodden Speyside Way.  
 
The day should finish about 4pm at Fochabers Fire Station in 
Christie place with a well deserved B.B.Q.  

To add your support, catch up with any member of the Lawtie    
family or phone them,    Dawn on  820473,   Mary on 820030 to 
sponsor any of the wonderful walkers  - or maybe you could   even 
join in too. 
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Hogmanay wis a bonnie day 
Th’ eine’ o’ Twa Thoosan’ an Six 
Bit Colin wis busy doon at his hoose 
Biggin’ a muckle bondie o’ sticks. 
 
T’wis t’keep aa’body warm as th’eer wore awa 
An’ wi’ a New Eer startin’ t’ tick 
Fit a welcomin’ sicht at ‘at time o’ nicht 
T’ see Colin throw on a big stick. 
 
We were met by Colin wi’ a cheerie smile 
An’ a handshake, sincere as they come 
Syne he offered a dram t’ christen th’ New Eer 
Aye, things then startet t’ hum. 
 
The bondie it sizzled an’ spat for a file 
As th’ rain poored doon fae th’ sky 
Bit it didna’ dampen oor spirits at aa’ 
We were inside the shed fine an’ dry. 
 
Th’ flames fae th’ bondie leapt high in th’ air 
Forcin’ th’ raindrops oot wide 
Thus formin’ a force-field t’ keep back th rain 
An’ invitin’ aa’body t’ bide. 
 
Robbie wis sober an’ drivin’ his car 
So he gid his pipes a gweed dirl 
A gran’ wye t’ welcome in th’ New Eer 
Attractin’ Alan as weel wi’ th’ skirl. 
 
Fit a cosy neuk or corner 
We could hae bidden there in oot o’ sicht 
Kate’s soup gid yer stomach a good linin’ 
For th’ drammin’ later that nicht. 

Bit sadly we hid t’ gyang back hame 
An’ face reality 
T’ leave th’ place fowk dream o’ 
For th’ first’s jist anither day. 
 
Aye Sylvia, she hid her han‘s fu’ 
Keepin’ a lid on aa’body’s dreams 
For Colin’s Cosy Corner 
Wis a New Eer haven in reams. 
 
I’ll  be back next eer for a dose o’ th’ same                                        
T’wis hairt warmin’ t’ th’ core 
T’ see th’ tradition o’ th’ New Eer 
Bein’ upheld for evermore 
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You may be one of the fortunate people who braved the cold 
snowy night last November and enthused to others about the 
diverse programme sung by the Con Anima Choir from Aberdeen 
at the Gordon Chapel. The choir promised to come back this 
year and a date has now been set for Saturday 2nd June. This 
time an afternoon performance is planned with sunshine, 
strawberries and cream and a wonderful mixture of choral and 
modern music. Should you miss this performance the choir will 
be at St.Thomas’s in Keith on the same evening. These events 
will once again help to raise funds for the John Gajdecki Fund for 
the Don Bosco Training School in Ghana. Put this date in your 
diary and look out for posters in the village nearer the time.  



FOCHABERS HERITAGE NEWS 
 
Since we closed in September and don’t open again until Easter, readers of 
The Fochaberian might imagine that the dedicated hardcore committee 
members have been sitting on their hands or twiddling their thumbs!  Not so!  
We are still very busy at the Heritage Centre, trying desperately to catch up 
with last year’s work and get to grips with this year’s! 
 

We are always delighted to be given 
photographs, which have turned up during a 
search for some item or another in dark 
corners of residents’ houses.  Don’t think for 
a minute that any old photographs are not of 
interest to us – they are the breath of life and 
we welcome any that are likely to be 
discarded.  We still, of course, scan and 
return precious pictures to owners.  Please let 
us preserve your memories for future 
generations to enjoy. 
 
Our main project for this year is to set up a generic Milnes schoolroom through the ages, 
using some of the artefacts we’ve been given and, with some help, buying others.  We are 
hoping to use the smaller session room, which opens off our room at the back of the 
museum and are busy with application forms to The Heritage Lottery Fund, which has 
helped us so much in the past.  One of the things the Fund looks for in an application is 
match funding – what are we giving to the project.  Thanks to all our excellent volunteers, 
we give hundreds of pounds worth of time and thanks to the Village Association £400 of 
real money can be added to our total.   

There is an excellent programme of training for groups 
like us called “Skills Building for the Future” and we 
have taken part in many training days and the skills we 
are learning are helping us on our way forward.  "Skills 
Building for the Future" is a free training programme 
designed specially for staff and volunteers in local 
museums and heritage societies throughout the 
Highlands and Islands. Whether the museum or group is 
large or small, whether there are paid staff or are purely 
voluntary, whether the group has premises or no 
premises - there are courses to help increase skills and 
encourage groups to try new things. 
 
We are also finalising the long-awaited Home Front 
memories book.  We are pleased with the way it’s 
coming on and would very much appreciate if all those 
who gave us their memories would search for a 
photograph of themselves of that time to include with 
individual stories.  We know this won’t always be 
possible, but it would be good to put faces to the 
storytellers.  It might be possible to include any 

photograph of the Home Front era and we would be grateful to receive any such pictures. 
 
By Sylvia Reid 
 

The Lake, Gordon �Castle c1940 �
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When I dropped into the Fochabers Village Association 
meeting last week I was made very welcome and witnessed 
the positive interaction of the hard working committee under 
the leadership of Liz Rennie. There was real evidence of a 
shared vision for the future plans for the village, including 
refurbishment of the fountain in The Square.  
 
The committee has planned another exciting gala weekend 
for the 27–29 July – keeping in old favourites and trying out 
some new ideas. 
  
The well established Saturday night quiz will go ahead under 
the organisation of the Petanque Club. The bouncy castles, 
the hill race, the bike race, the tug o’ war remain with a new 
slant on Music in the Park and a simplified fancy dress with 

one single theme – best dressed “holidaymaker”. On Friday a family tombola will be added and on 
Saturday a family treasure hunt will be reinstated. Of course, these are just a few of the well planned 
events for that special weekend. 
   
Choosing the Gala Queen and her attendants will take place at the disco / ceilidh in May.  Watch out for 
further details …… 
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In the summer of 2008, a group of pupils from Milne’s High School 
will be travelling to Vietnam as a part of The World Challenge Team. 
We will be there for a month and during that time we will be doing 
various things. However, our main project will be community based 
which will involve renovation projects and helping in orphanages with 
disadvantaged children. 
 
In order to go to Vietnam we must raise over £3,000 and we hope to 
raise some of this through fundraising.  On Saturday 17th February we 
held our first individual fund-raising event in order to help us reach our 
target.   
 
Thank you very much to the large number of people who kindly 
helped, donated things and the local community who attended.  It was a 
great success and raised over £550. 
 
The group of us that are going to Vietnam will be organising more 
future events which we hope will be as successful as our coffee 
morning. We appreciate your support. 
 
By Chloe Cameron and Elly McArthur 
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My first item is to get some seed potatoes for chitting. This gives them a good start when planting.  
Spalding’s catalogue now offers seed potatoes ready chitted. This saves any trouble and they are ready for 
planting. 
 
Be prepared - fill some pots with soil and a little cow dung. A good tip is to cover the pots with a piece of 
glass to warm them before planting. Likewise if you cover an area of your garden soil with a length of 
fleece approx. two weeks before planting anything, this will also warm up the ground. 
 
A good parsley to grow is Moss Curled 2. Run a kettle of hot water over the seeds when planting and this 
will help the germination. When the plants are large enough, thin out to 20cm (8”) apart. 
 
A good tomato to grow is Gardener’s Delight. This is an exceptionally sweet and delicious cherry tomato, 
and very easy to grow. A batch I grew in 1989 had 136 tomatoes on the one truss. 
 
Without doubt Bolthardy Beetroot is the variety for early sowing, due to it’s resistance to bolting and can 
be pulled early and used as baby beets, with an excellent sweet flavour. 
 
A nice early turnip to grow is Snowball. They are very tender and can be roasted whole. 
 
An old established leek to grow is Musselburgh. It has short thick stems and has a mild flavour. 
 
A good handful of lime should be applied when planting peas. Kilvedon Wonder is a good variety. The 
lime will increase the length of the pod and give more peas. 
 
If you have any pot plants in the house, a small clove of garlic placed on top of the pot 
will keep them clear of green fly and aphids for a long time.   
I tried this last year and it really worked! 
 
All at ‘The Fochaberian’ wish our Happy Gardener a  
Very Happy 81st Birthday on the 4th March. 
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Abbeyfield House in Fochabers is a charming traditional style 
house with lovely gardens set in a quiet road in the village.  It has 
six rooms all with en suite facilities.  The house has oil fired 

central heating throughout, and a modern comfortable lounge, dining room and 
conservatory.  There is a resident housekeeper/cook and a state of the art 24 hours 
monitored personal security system.  
 
At present there is one flat vacant in Fochabers Abbeyfield and the committee are 
compiling a waiting list of interested people.  There is no obligation if you put your name 
on the list.   
 
If you would like more information about Abbeyfield Fochabers or would like to arrange 
an informal visit, please contact the house on 01343 820338.  
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If you have passed through The Square lately you may have noticed a tall green cylinder standing 
between the post box and the bus shelter.  On investigating, you would find that the unit is called 
InfoStop and it is the latest way of finding out how long you have to wait for the next bus. 

 
This brilliant piece of equipment has been provided 
by The Moray Council.  The InfoStop system uses 
Global Satellite Positioning to obtain real-time bus 
location and route data. This data is transmitted to 
the base station, which then updates the relevant 
passenger information displays with bus arrival 
times. 
 
The InfoStop unit consists of twelve LEDs to 
display information relevant to the bus, the time 
until the bus arrives, whether a bus has low floor 
access, and if the time shown is from timetable 
information or from a RTI (real time information) 
unit on the bus. The user selects the required 
service by pressing either the next bus button or 

one of 6 bus service buttons on the panel and is then advised of the bus arrival time and the source of the 
information. 
 
Isn’t it amazing that a small heritage town like Fochabers is right up-to-date with the very latest in mobile 
technology? 
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The Burn O’ Fochabers Woodlands 
Community Trust took over legal 
ownership of the woodlands from the 
Crown Estate at the end of January 2007. 
 
We are very grateful for the support and 
help from the community, and for the 
financial support from the Forestry 
Commission for Scotland, and the Big 
Lottery Fund administered by HIE through 
their Community Land Unit and Scottish 
Land Fund. With the aid of Smiths Gore 
an area survey of the land was completed 
and the legal aspects of the transfer, with 
all its implications, were finalised on 25th 
January 2007. 
  
Thanks are also due to all those who completed the questionnaires, and the follow up interviews. Your 
comments, thoughts and ideas, have been included in the Participatory Forestry Appraisal Report which 
forms an integral part of our study on the future of the woods. The Trust is now completing a Five Year 
Management Plan which will act as the basis for the development and management of the woods through 
to 2012.  
 
Nearly 200 responses were received to our Questionnaire, covering a wide range of ages, from under tens, 
to those nearer 90 years old! Walking and Dog Walking are the main activities, with running and playing. 
Many of the responses mentioned the peaceful, quiet character of the woodlands as one of its main 
attractions. Others liked the natural wild feel, while some considered it a unique space within Fochabers.  
 
The main issues raised as ‘dislikes’ included litter (see dates for your diary!), messy and untidy, 
overgrown trees and weeds, and the poor state of the paths. Most of the suggested ‘improvements’ 
addressed these dislikes directly, while others suggestions included creating more seating, planting new 
trees, and wild flowers, developing trails, and involving the children of the village. 
 
The full PFA Report will be available in the Fochabers Library for consultation.  
 
If you have further thoughts or ideas, do let us know. Our organisation is dependent on community 
involvement. To best achieve the aims and objectives which are being set by the community we need 
many different kinds of assistance.          

 
Please see the next page for details. 

 
 
 
 



Dates for your diary 
 
 14th March 2007. We are arranging to attempt to clear away some of the litter, plastic bottles, glass, 
discarded metal, and other rubbish that has accumulated over the years. If you would like to assist, please 
meet at the Playing Field, East Street, at 1 p.m. We will have available black bags, but you should wear 
stout boots and have leather work gloves to protect yourself.  
 
13th May 2007.  We will assist the Botanical Society of Scotland to carry out a survey of the trees, and 
other fauna. We will meet at 10.00 a.m. and spend the day data-gathering, with a break for a picnic lunch 
at some point. We will probably disband at around 4.00 p.m. Participants would need to bring a packed 
lunch and weatherproof clothing and wear stout footwear. After that we will need to monitor at intervals 
to spot new plants as they appear during the seasons. No special knowledge is required as training will be 
given. Please inform John Adam if you intend assisting with this study (Telephone number below). 
 
Pupils from P3 and P4 at Milne’s Primary School will begin their introduction to the Burn o’ Fochabers 
Woods during February. The courses will be led by Wild Things who will work with the teachers at 
Milne’s to enhance and expand the curriculum of each class involved. It is anticipated that the Forest 
Schools Programme will provide the primary school children with a deeper appreciation of their local 
woodlands, by offering regular visits over a six-week period. From then, it is hoped that the classes will 
continue which will allow the pupils to follow the development and growth of the trees, flowers and other 
fauna in the woods. 
 
Further information on Wild-Things!  may be found at:  www.wild-things.org.uk.If you would like to 
assist with the educational aspect of the Trust’s work please contact us. The Trust also requires a logo, 
and we will be running a competition to select a logo appropriate to our aspirations for the woodlands. 
Further information from John Adam telephone 829033 or email  jadam@adslmail.newnet.co.uk. 
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On the 8th March 1983 Fochabers Library opened its doors on the High Street where previously had been 
the Miss Mitchell’s Ladies Emporium, the registrar’s office and latterly a fishing tackle shop. Now in its 
25th year it remains one of the busiest branch libraries in Moray. Regulars will know that this is largely 
due to the effectiveness of Vicki’s welcoming presence behind the counter. Many people regard her as a 
source of local as well as literary knowledge. Since she has introduced the Diary Boards into the window, 
in liaison with the Village Association, it’s easy to see at a glance what is happening in the village. 
 
Apart from books, you can hire music CDs and DVDs and children can attend “Storytime” sessions on 
Wednesday afternoons. You can also get access to the minutes of the local Lennox Community Council 
and those of the Milne’s Neighbourhood Forum* and there are one or two comfy seats where you can 
take time to peruse these documents at your leisure. 
 
With only two computers to access it is always a good idea to reserve a slot to surf the Internet or send e-
mails to friends and family. This valuable service is well used and is free of charge. 
 
Christmas comes but once a year and Vicki puts a lot of effort into the festive decorating of the windows. 
In December 2006 she really had to crack the whip -as well as distributing pairs of scissors and sticks of 
glue- so that the Twelve Days of Christmas fairly danced across those windows to give joy to passers- by. 
   
* Milne’s forum is for all the communities of Fochabers, Mosstodloch, Lhanbryde, Inchberry, Urquhart 
and Garmouth whose common geographic link is Milne’s High School. 
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Things are looking up at Gordon Chapel. After quite a difficult period the congregation 
are awaiting the arrival of a retired minister and his wife who are coming to live in the 
Rectory. This should be a great help to Rev. Alison Simpson and the FOUR churches 
she ministers to. The Reverend Eric Nicholson is no stranger to the area.  His 
daughter lives in Nether Dallachy and she is expecting a baby.  In fact by the time we 
go to press he/she will probably have arrived. Happy days indeed.  A good opportunity 
to meet Eric and his family will be at the Gordon Chapel’s Spring Coffee Morning at 
the Public Institute on Saturday 21st April. P.S. Due to popular demand there will 
definitely  be butteries!  
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St Mary’s in South Street is in a very happy position of having two priests. There is Father 
Gerry Livingstone, parish priest, resident at St Peter’s Buckie, and the more 
mature Monsignor Robert MacDonald, resident at St Mary’s. It is quite 
a turn about for the dynamic duo. Monsignor was once Father 
Gerry’s mentor while Father Gerry was Monsignor’s curate. They 
value the easy intimacy which exists among the three Christian 
churches in Fochabers. Now they join with their parishioners in 
inviting you to come along to a St Patrick’s Irish / Scottish evening 
in the Public Institute on Saturday 17th March. There will be music, 
songs, dancing, games and fun for everyone. Look out for posters and 
tickets on sale from Thursday 1st March.  Cost will be £5 for adults and 
£2 for any children within a family group.  
A suitable supper, beverages and soft drinks are included in the price. Any profit made on the night will 
go to refurbishing the parish room. 
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How active are the fundraisers of Bellie Church as they work together on the reorder of 
the interior of the oldest church in Fochabers. Although this major project will cost 
approximately £300,000 they have already come a long way.  
To date more than £40,000 has been raised. 
Regular “Coffee and Chats” on Monday mornings have been a huge social and 
financial success bringing together people of all ages. The recent Quiz Night was a lot 
of fun with very close scores ending in a good natured tie-breaker. Over the last year 
the committee has brought the village some bigger musical events at the Public 
Institute featuring Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham, Tiller’s Folly and the Ayrshire 
Youth Fiddle Orchestra.   
The First Stage will come to fruition by the end of March with the replacement of the 
old pipe organ. It will be “sung out” with gusto at the end of February and the new 
digital organ will be “sung in” before Easter.  
One exciting event yet to come is The Ladies Lunch which takes place in the Institute 
on Saturday 24 th  March at 12 for 12.30pm. Tickets cost £15 and they are available 
from Coffee & Chat on Mondays or Christies the Chemist. 
 
 



NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS? 
 
Fochabers residents may have seen a letter in a recent Press and Journal, once again raising the issue of 
the A96 Fochabers and Mosstodloch by-pass. 
 
The present appeal is not being heard until May so there seems little point in speculating about the 
outcome.  In the meantime, this extract from the Transport Scotland website will remind us about what 
we hope will mean a more peaceful future for our beleaguered High Street. 
 
Www.transportscotland.gov.uk says of the proposed by-pass 
 

Start date Autumn 2008 
End date  Spring 2010 
Summary There will be bypasses to Fochabers and Mosstodloch providing access to both 

settlements and overtaking opportunities for A96 traffic. 
Project benefits 

· Traffic impacts on the local residents in terms of noise, pollution and community 
severance are severe at present – in particular in Fochabers 

· Fochabers is a renowned conservation area with a substantial number of listed 
buildings 

· The proposed bypasses would remove through traffic from Fochabers and 
Mosstodloch 

Impact on travel 
· Improved journey times 
· Improved road safety 
· Improved overtaking 

 
Cost The project is estimated to cost £18 - £21 m. 
 

Environmental Impact:-   
· There will be a reduction in environmental impacts in central areas of Fochabers 

and Mosstodloch. 
· The proposed Fochabers section of the bypasses introduces new environmental 

impacts into sensitive designed landscape of Gordon Castle and noise impacts 
into the northern side of Fochabers.   

· There would be no impacts on the River Spey special area of Conservation. 
 
 
 
Could it be that after all 
the years of waiting, the 
bypass issue will finally 
be resolved in 2007? 
 
Might we see the High 
Street looking like this 
postcard of the 1960s in 
just a few years time? 
 
Let’s hope so! 
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Now that I have been in post for around 3 months, I welcome the opportunity in 
the Fochaberian to introduce myself to the community and share some thoughts 
on the challenges and satisfaction of being involved in the education of children 
today. 
Firstly, a short introduction about myself: I have been involved in education in 
Moray since 1989, working in a variety of schools and stages, alongside short 
stints on secondment ( ICT and technology); my post at Milne’s is the third 
promoted post that I have taken up in that time. I am delighted to take on the role 
of Head Teacher at Milne’s , a school with great historic significance, one which 
instils a sense of pride and ownership in those who have attended and are in 
school now. 
My vision for the school is simple:  for Milne’s Primary to be a school of excellence 
in all that we strive to do and to work together with the whole community to ensure 
that children are successful learners, responsible citizens, confident individuals 
and effective contributors to the society of which they are part. 
Education today is not an easy arena to be involved in; there are many changes in 
our society, not least to do with the family unit and changing communities, the 
pressures of communications and media, the overarching relentless technological 
progression that we are swept up in, and the global issues that we have helped to 
create and must play a part in. 
Above all, it is important to recognise that learning is a lifelong process that we 
need to engage and motivate children to achieve the best that they can, and 
provide a secure and safe environment in which children can learn and take their 
place in society. 
The community and the children’s role within it will be a central focus for the 
school and I look forward to working together with parents and the wider 
community of Fochabers in a variety of ways. The new Parent Forum which will be 
in place in August, is an  opportunity 
for  parents to become involved with 
the life of the school in ways that will 
reflect the character of the 
community and the expectations of a 
education for each child to develop 
their strengths and challenge them in 
a motivating and purposeful 
environment. 
I hope to contribute to the 
Fochaberian on a regular basis, to 
inform the community of the 
activities of the school in a positive 
and informal way that will give an insight into how children learn and how we can 
make learning interesting, with pace and challenge to suit each child.I am looking 
forward to the challenges of the next few years and hope that you will continue to 
support the school and be involved with the shaping of the next generation of 
citizens in our rapidly changing society. 
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To all the leaders and helpers of the Fochabers Beavers (and cubs and scouts) we take this 
opportunity of saying a very big Thank You for all the hard work and all the opportunities 
which you give to the young people of Fochabers.  
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