
 

 

George Christie Remembers… 
 
As the 50th Fochabers Gala celebrations started in The Square on Friday 28th July 2006, Liz 
Rennie, Chair of Fochabers Village Association, celebrated George Christie’s valuable input to the 
village. 
  
In his own words “I wish to thank the Fochabers Village Association for the Crystal Decanter and Glass 
which they presented to me on the occasion of my 80th birthday on 30th July 2006. 

  
It does not seem possible that we have just 
celebrated the 50th Fochabers Gala. I well 
remember those early years and the many 
happy days and financial achievements which 
enabled the village to benefit with the following 
:  the Playing Field Pavilion., the new kitchen 
and toilets at the Hall, the small Hall extension, 
the main Hall extension and extra chairs, 
tables and crockery.  
 
At that time, we were entering a busy time with 
forest trees and major areas of hill lands being 
planted throughout Scotland.  Our company 
was growing between 15 and 20 million forest 
tree transplants each year and extended our 
growing area at Tulloch, Castlehill and 
Broadley Farms.  We also purchased Bogs and 

Arradoul Farms.  The nurseries are continuing to expand with the Garden Centre developing in line with 
modern trading techniques.   
 
I am sure that Fochabers will continue to develop with new housing to cater for its needs in the future.  
This would enable the village shops to expand for the larger population in spite of the major 
supermarkets around us.   
 
With a new north by-pass, Fochabers will be a very desirable shopping stop and we can only hope that 
we get the “go-ahead” after the Court of Session hearing next May and that the one or two objectors will 
not delay the works again.” 
 
We feel George Christie MBE has been very modest in the above article.  He took over the family 
business in 1952, expanded it and added other diverse businesses, giving employment to many in 
this area.  Fochabers Folk Museum is a testament to his love of Fochabers, with items collected over 
the years and displayed for all to see and appreciate – the remarks in the Visitors’ Books bear this 
out.  In 1994, he was awarded the MBE in recognition of his public work with Grampian Region 
and Moray Council. For many years he has been involved with The National Trust for Scotland 
and was instrumental in setting up Abbeyfield House in Fochabers.  He was chairman of Fochabers 
Public Institute and for 26 years chairman of Fochabers Amenities Association.  This is certainly 
not an exhaustive list of George’s community involvement.  We are aware that George has always 
appreciated the help and support of his family and staff in all these projects but we still wonder – 
where did you find the time, George?         Eds. 

Photograph courtesy of The Northern Scot 
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The Bo’FWCT continues. We are well under 
way with the Participatory Forestry Appraisal. 
We completed two excellent display days at the 
Gala in the Park and again at Speyfest the 
following Saturday. We had considerable interest 
and great encouragement for the project.  

Questionnaires have been prepared and issued, 
and are available either from the library or 
Christies Chemist. Over 100 have already been 
returned and will be analysed by our appointed 
consultant, who will also carry out in depth 
discussions with a number of persons selected 
from the returns, and with specific stakeholders. 
It is anticipated that this should be complete by 
the end of September.  

We will also have two projects under way during 
the coming school year. The first is with the 
primary which will start with a taster day with 
‘Wild Things’ which will introduce the children 
to the woods, the trees, and the beasts and bugs 
that live there. This will be followed up in the 
Spring with a 6 week course for two of the 
classes when a more detailed study will be 
undertaken.  

We were successful in obtaining a grant of 
almost £5000 to cover the costs of running this 
project. The second project will form part of an 
advanced A level Geography study, with the 
scope to be defined in detail when the school 
year restarts. Smiths Gore is almost complete 
with the definition of the area of land that will be 
passed to the Bo’FWCT, and the transfer should 
be completed during September. This will then 
allow us to move forward with other projects as 
defined by the input from the village residents 
and stakeholders from the results of the 
Participatory Forestry Appraisal. It is therefore 
essential for anyone with an interest in the Burn 
o’Fochabers Woodland to return the 

questionnaires as quickly as possible either to the 
library or to myself.      
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The Fochabers trio of Robbie Stronach, John 
Wilson and Chris Stevens won the overall 
Scottish Grand Prix Petanque Championship 
when round four of the Grand Prix series was 
held at Troon on the last Saturday July. Going 
into the final day it was another Fochabers team 
of Derek Adam, Brian Murison and Lynn 
Jenkins who were lying in pole position, with 
Robbie and co. needing to win all 6 rounds 
during the final day by as big a margin as 
possible.  
After the 4 rounds, the top three teams all shared 
the same number of wins, and it was down to 
points difference which determined that 
Stronach, Wilson and Stevens were the overall 
winners, with the team of Adam, Murison and 
Jenkins slipping to third place. 
The Fochabers Club will have 4 teams from an 
invited 12 teams competing at the Scottish 
Masters Championships to be held at Perth on 
the 9th and 10th September. The rankings at this 
round robin event will determine which teams 
represent Scotland during the International 
Events in 2007. 
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It is an offence to allow your dog to foul 
pavements. This is not an optional extra. We are 
scunnered with the mess and look forward to 
reporting on any prosecutions which will make 
our village more hygienic. Recently there were 
some huge turds on the pavement leading to the 
medical centre. After a couple of days it had 
been spread by foot/feet to who knows where?  
We have  visions of  carpets, where toddlers 
play, being contaminated. 
 If you can encourage any dog owner who still 
doesn’t carry a pooh bag to become more 
responsible, you will have achieved something 
really worthwhile.  Editorial staff.  
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Another very successful Speyfest has come to an end. The silent tents have folded and musicians and 
visitors have returned to far corners of the world. Memories remain. 
 
Few will forget the presentation which took 
place at the concert on Friday 4th August 
when Mhairi Marwick, an active 
member of the Fochabers Fiddlers, received a 
very special fiddle made locally by Charlie 
Armour. Accompanied by the group, she then 
gave the fiddle its first public airing by playing 
the beautiful slow air, Inisheer.   
 
The story of this fiddle is very interesting. It 
was made from part of one of the sycamore 
trees which stood in the village square for 
many years and were felled in March 1999. 
The main parts of the fiddle – the back, sides 
and scroll are all made from the tree. The top 
is white pine  from a specialised sawmill 
supplying stringed instrument materials in 
Mittenwald, Germany- the main source of 
materials for Charlie’s other instruments.  
 
The Fochabers fiddle took Charlie over 100 
hours to make in the spring of 2006 which is a 
copy of Paganini’s “cannon” made by 
Guiseppe Guarneri in 1742 which can be seen 
in Genoa Town Hall. 
 
Charlie’s been making fiddles for several 
years now. It’s all thanks to the fiddle making 
class held in Elgin College which he attended 
for six years under the expert tuition of Andrew Gracie and George Menzies. 
 
Charlie gets a great deal of pleasure to hear his instruments being played. Quite a few have found their 
way, over the years, to the Fochabers Fiddlers. On Friday night it was very special to hear his Fochabers 
fiddle played by Mhairi. To have simultaneously, on stage, five other fiddles, which he had made, was the 
greatest possible accolade. After discussion with James Alexander it was decided that this very special 
fiddle will be kept in Fochabers within the Fochabers Fiddlers. It will be presented to a promising young 
musician for two years, and passed on every two years thereafter. 
  
The unique label inside reads “C M Armour 2006 No. 39”    
 

����
��������
������������������������������
������ �����	
������
�����������
�����������
���������������������	����
 �����

������
����
����������������������
���������
��
����
������������������������������������������� �   

C M Armour 
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The 11th Annual Speyfest has just left us and by popular opinion it has been best yet.  Temperatures 
soared for the four days and so did the enthusiasm for the performing acts. This year, as usual, we had a 
diverse mix of acts from single artists to large groups. How they enthralled the ever demanding audiences 
with their own individual styles and musical magic. 

 
The festival started on Thursday with a near sell out as Donnie Munro was the 
head liner and in keeping with Speyfest tradition the audience were reluctant to 
let him off the stage - a real stomping first night. 
 
Friday night concert was a sell out with Kate Rusby head-lining. She certainly 
wowed the audience with her unique style. Everyone left the marquee realising 
they had seen an international star in action. There were quality acts too many to 
mention including a large number of young local up and coming talent all of 
whom are the back bone of Speyfest and ensure its continuing success. The 
ceilidh was a great success with the local bands Mak-a-Rak-it and Cachd-ach-
Cruaidh pounding out their music. 

 
Saturday started with the hugely successful Craft Fair with folk from near and far showing their wares 
and some of them queuing up for next years event. The very popular French Canadian Group, Mauvais 
Sort, were the headliners for the evening concert and brought the house down with their innovative style 
and welcoming personalities and the crowd were reluctant to let them finish.  There were several standing 
ovations before they were allowed to leave the stage. The ceilidh was 
a sell out and the “punters” had a great time till the early hours with the 
music and liquid refreshments flowing freely. 
 
Sunday started with the combined church service that was very 
well attended with about 400 worshippers and all were very 
impressed with the effort that had gone into the staging of the 
service. The Survivors Ceilidh got under way at 1pm and there 
were nearly 11 hours of music from all of the artists that had performed over the festival. It was a very 
warm day and it was great to see some of the marquee panels down and people sitting on the grass with 
their picnic hampers enjoying the atmosphere. A very successful auction was held early evening with 
some great items being sold.  
 
During the festival there were several raffles and we are very grateful to all who donated prizes to make 
them a great success. Also on Friday and Saturday afternoon the Festival Club had its usual eclectic mix 
of performances which was very much appreciated by all who attended. 

 
Speyfest this year has been another triumph but without the 
enthusiasm of everyone who helped in any way it would not happen.  
So a very big �
���� ����
���� ����
���� ����
���� ���  goes to every one involved and if 
anyone out there would like to join us, look out in the press for the 
AGM and come along to find out what we are all about. 
                 Clair 
Tombe 
Speyfest Committee Member 
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They came from Japan; they came from South Africa; they came from 
Australia and New Zealand and they came from North America!  The 
map of the world with its array of coloured pins testifies to all the 
overseas visitors we’ve had so far this season.  It’s another great 
summer at The Heritage Centre with visitor numbers strong and our excellent band of volunteers working 
hard to make a visit to the Museum and Heritage Centre an enjoyable experience for all.   
 
Readers will be sad to hear that Nan McHardy, who worked as a stillroom maid at Gordon Castle in the 
1920s and who visited us last year, is not very well at present.  Her memoir is a very popular item in the 
front room with many visitors taking time to read her wonderful life story.  We all wish her well and hope 
she soon feels better.  
 
We now have Internet connection in the Heritage Room and for the very reasonable sum of £1 per hour, 
researchers can access the many online genealogy sites including our very own Moray Council Local 
Heritage Service, Libindx.  This is an index to sources of information about people, places and subjects 
relating to Moray. It is a fascinating site and it is to be recommended to anyone with an interest in the 
Moray area.  The following are extracts from the site:- 

· From Places of Interest – The River Spey - “91lb salmon thrown ashore – 09/02/1778” - 
report in the Aberdeen Journal 

· From People of Interest  - James Ramsay McDonald (Macdonald)  
12 Oct 1866 to 09 Nov 1937  
Occupation : Prime Minister 
Date of Birth : 12 Oct 1866 
Place of Birth : 1 Gregory Place Lossiemouth 
Spouses Name : Margaret Ethel Gladstone 
Date of Marriage : 23 Nov 1896 
Place of Marriage : St Mary Abbott's, Kensington, London 
Date of Death : 09 Nov 1937 
Place of Death : at sea on board the liner "Reina del Pacifico" 

· From Subject Search - Crime - Breach of Excise Laws, Garmouth, 1830.  John Mavor, 
Merchant, Garmouth, was acquitted of selling wine without an excise licence when the 
court found that the means of securing a conviction were flawed. 

For anyone researching ancestors, the 1881 Great Britain Census is available in the Heritage Room.      
 
We have had several groups of visitors this 
season. One of the more memorable was 
that of the Inverness Field Club who 
included a visit to us on their annual 
outing.  The group of about 35 came for 
what was to be a short tour of the Museum 
and Heritage Centre and refreshments but 
almost every one in the group said he/she 
planned a return visit for a proper look!  
Some of the comments from the visitors 
book included “Very interesting”, 
“Wonderful hospitality” and “A return visit 
is imperative!” 
 



The book about Captain George Stronach GC is finished 
and is on sale in the Heritage Room at £5 per copy.  It 
would make a great gift for anyone with a local 
connection.  
 
We are still working on our book of memories of the home 
front and will keep you posted about progress.  It is turning 
out to be a much bigger project than we first anticipated, 
but I’m sure it’ll be worth the wait! 
 
Our exhibition for the 160th anniversary of Milne’s has 
generated great interest and will form the basis for our 
future schoolroom display.  We are very grateful to all 
those who have donated primary and secondary school 
magazines – we have an almost complete and perfect 
collection.  If you are moving or clearing out the box room 
or attic, please don’t throw out any photographs, 
documents or magazines with connections to Fochabers – 
we will always give them a good home here!  And we are 
more than happy to scan and return any items of interest 
that you would like to share with the village.  Sylvia Reid 
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You may have seen our stand on the playing field at 
the Gala.  We had two competitions.  The first 
competition was to guess how much money was in 
the jar and win the contents.  The winner was 
Jonathan Cruickshank who was the nearest with 
£13.35.  Congratulations, Jonathan! 
 
The second competition was to put some of our 
Fochabers landmarks in chronological order. This 
proved to be very hard – the best score was four out of 

ten.  I think that Peter Dawson’s “Little Fochabers Fact Book” should be required reading for the next 
month or so, for those of us who found the competition so difficult!  The correct order is as follows: 

1. Bellie Parish Church    1797 
2. St Mary’s RC Church   1825/1826 
3. Gordon Chapel    1834 
4. Milne’s Free School   1846 
5. Memorial Fountain   1878 
6. Allan Wilson Memorial  1895 
7. Pringle Memorial  Church  1900 
8. Public Institute   1905 
9. Memorial Lamp Standard  1906 
10. War Memorial   1921 

 
Thanks to all who took part in our Gala quizzes. The  sum of £76.50 was raised for Gala funds. 
 
 
 
 



 

WAS   IT   REALLY   THIRTY   YEARS AGO   
WHEN………!  Peter Dawson looks back. 
 
Apart  from  their  appearance  in  academic  journals,  “Global  Warming”  and  “Climate  Change”  were  
not   buzz-words  thirty  years  ago,  but  well  they  might  have  been  during  the  greater  part  of  1976.   
That  year’s  summer  months  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  turned  out  to  be  the  warmest  and  
driest  on  record,  a  title  which  they  still  hold.    However, that special year  was  memorable  locally  
for  other  reasons.     
 
In  1976  flags  broke out  all  over  The  United  States  to  commemorate  their  Bicentennial,  but  here  
in  Fochabers  more  than  flags  and  bunting  proclaimed  our  own  Bicentenary  celebrations  to  mark  
the  establishment  of  the  New  Town  some  200  years  earlier.     Throughout   that  long  and  glorious  
summer  the  numerous  activities  in  and  around  the  town  appeared  to  receive  just  as  much  media  
cover  as  did   those  across  the  Atlantic.   Early  in  January,  Fochabers  hit  the  airways  with  the  
BBC’s  Matter  of  Opinion  broadcast  from  The  Public  Institute,  and  during  the  months  which  
followed  a  great  deal  of  publicity  in  all  the  national  press  ensured  there  could  have  been  few  
who  did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  our  wee  town  and  its  story.   Brochures,  pamphlets  and  
special-labelled  whisky  were  there  to  inform  and  delight. 
 
 “A  village  that’s  all  set  to  outshine  America ,    “That  other  bicentenary”,   “Psst!  Fochabers  is  
200  as  well ”   were  among  the  many  headlines  to  catch  the  eye  in  the  popular  and  quality  
press. 
 
Under  the  dynamic  chairmanship  of  George  Christie  a  Bicentenary  Committee  organised  so  many  
functions  over  a   period  of  four  months  that  one  could  barely  recover  before  the  next  event  got  
under  way.    Not  just  the  grass  and  the  birch  trees  felt  stress  that  summer. 
 
The  major  programme  of  celebrations  began  with  an  open-air  ecumenical  church  service  in  The  
Square  on  Sunday  6th  June,  exactly  200  years  after  the  first  feu  had  been  taken  up  in  the  new  
town.    Over  1,500  gathered  to  enjoy  the  massed  choirs  and  the  regimental  band  of  the  Gordon  
Highlanders.  There  followed  the  opening  of  a  Fochabers  Old  and  New  Exhibition  in  the  
Pringle, an  art  exhibition  by  Milne’s  pupils  in  the  Institute  and  some  days  later  the  hilarious  
historical  revue  “1776  and  all  that”  by  pupils  and  staff  of  Milne’s  High  School.   More  BBC   
publicity  came  with  a  visit  from  Brian  Johnston  and  his  team  “Down  Your  Way”  and  the  story  
of  Fochabers  went  out  to  the  four  corners  on  the  BBC  World  Service. 
 
Too  numerous  were  the  activities  to  retell  them  here  in  detail,  but  many  of  us  will  remember  
with  great  pleasure  The  Gordon  Castle  Highland  Games’  resurrected  after  forty  years,  the  
wonderful  concert  given  by  Yehudi  Menhuin   along  with  some  of  Moray’s  young  musicians  (his  
only  other  performance  during  a  sabbatical  year  being  for  the  Queen  and  the  President  in  the  
United  States),  the  conducted  tours  through  the  local  forests,   and  the  Banquet  and  Ball  in  a  
huge  marquee  in  the  grounds  of  the  Gordon  Arms  when,  after  a  sumptuous  feast,  the  night  was  
danced  away  while  a  United  States  Navy  Bicentennial  Choir  entertained.   The  usual  annual  Gala  
Week  was  more  impressive  than  ever,  culminating  with  a  massive  and  impressive  fireworks  
display  on  the  playing  fields  and  along  the  burn.    But  one  has  to  concede  that  for  sheer  majesty  
The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Balloon  Meeting  and  Flying  Display  in  the  grounds  of  Gordon  
Castle  Farm  that  week-end  in  mid-August  would  be  for  many  folk  the  most  memorable.    
Vintage  and   Veteran  Vehicles  also  rallied  that  same  week-end  on  the  playing  field. 
Mid - September  saw  a  visit  by  the  famous  Kent  Cricket  team  to  take  on  a  Scotland  XI.    Mike  
Denness,  (of  local  family  connections,  and  at  the  time  captain  of  England’s Test  sides)  and  his  
colleagues  shared  the  honours  over  the  two  days  in  the  lovely  setting  of  the  Cricket  Park  
overlooking  the  Spey. 
 



 
At  the  end  of  September  a  very  memorable  season  of  events  came  to  a  close  with  an  “It’s  all  
over”  dance  at  Christies  Nurseries.   The  birth  of  The  New  Town  of  Fochabers  had  been  well  
and  truly  commemorated  over  those  four  glorious  months  when  nature  had  smiled  so  kindly  
upon  us.  
 
We  all,  no  doubt,  have  our  own  special  memories  of  that  summer  of  ’76,  but  if  after  the  
passage  of  time  you  need  to  check  up  on  any  detail,  then  visit  the  Fochabers  Folk  Museum  
and  Heritage  Centre  where  a  wealth  of  fascinating  detail  about  Fochabers  awaits  you,  and  where  
an  ever-increasing  mass  of   information  about  our  wee  town  will  be  available  when  2026  arrives.  
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I collected the money, I counted it, I banked it, I collected the money, I counted it, I banked ….. 
That was how it went for days and nights. Don’t think that it was boring. It certainly was not. It was 
exciting to be part of such a successful team, to be in a village which was so vibrant and so welcoming. 
 

One of the pilots, having watched my frantic scurrying around, approached me on the last day of the 
Balloon Rally and offered me a flight. I was in good hands. My pilot was British Champion Balloon Pilot. 
We sailed away across the Spey, from dizzy heights to merely six inches above the fields of stubble (it 
was an early harvest that year) and eventually landed in Lhanbryde. Back in Fochabers I got a warm but 
tearful welcome from my three children who thought I had vanished forever. That night I went to sleep 
feeling I was still floating about a foot above the bed. Next day it was back to earth, and work, with a 
bang.  
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We’ve got a new puppy!  You’d think we would have k nown better, Colin and I, having 
reached bus pass status!    It’s at least 14 years since we last had a pup in the house so 
due to the onset of long-term memory loss (short-te rm went long since) we’d forgotten 
what it actually means to have a tiny dog running t he show! 
 
Don’t get me wrong, Lucy’s absolutely gorgeous and we all love her to bits.  How could 
you not love her with her beautiful big 
brown eyes and soft silky coat?  
And she’s cottoned on to toilet 
training, taking herself off into the 
garden to do the necessary 
whenever she feels the need.  It’s 
why the summer is an ideal time to get 
a pup – the back door is always 
open!  Her parentage is absolutely 
faultless; her mother is Molly from the 
farm and her father is Rinnes from 
next-door-but-one and they are both 
lovely, well-behaved dogs. 
 
But it’s easy to forget all that when Lucy’s sinkin g her needle-sharp teeth into my ankles 
as I’m trying to empty the dishwasher, or pulling a ll the important letters out of my in-
tray, which until now has always been kept on the s helf under the computer desk!  She 
loves to chase our grandson until he’s screaming in  terror as she tries to de-trouser him!  
And our lovely Ralph (our son’s Jack Russell) is li terally being given a dog’s life as she 
nips at his tail and any other part of his anatomy that she sees as fair game! 
 
However Lucy is  only 9 weeks old and is getting bigger every day a nd will soon grow out 
of all these little puppy tricks.  She’s a Springer  so I imagine by the time she’s 5 years old 
she may be relatively calm!  She’s the most amazing fun and so loving, we can hardly 
imagine what life was like before she came.  As a m eans of keeping you on your toes and 
therefore staying young, having a pup is to be high ly recommended !        
      By Sylvia Reid 
 

 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD MP 

 
Richard Lochhead, our SNP Member of Parliament, has been 
very active in the constituency over the summer months. You 
may have had time to chat to him over strawberry scones at Bellie 
church hall one Wednesday afternoon in July. You may have also 
seen him and his family enjoying the raft race and even more 
strawberry scones at Portgordon Harbour day. On that glorious 
Gala Sunday they were again much in evidence mingling with the  
revellers. Before he went off on holiday he promised we’d have 
an article for the next edition of the Fochaberian.  
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Now it’s time to go back to school after the long summer holidays – a time for meeting up with old friends 
and new teachers .When the initial excitement begins to  pail, along come The Tattie Holidays. Nowadays 
it may well be a week or two in the late Mediterranean sun. For us it was work and wages. Our memories 
of the tattie holidays are often seen through rose tinted glasses. Here are some” bitties” we dredged up at 
a recent get-together.…   
 
Can you remember the farms  we worked at? Well, there was Duncans of Boghead, Finlays of 
Trochelhill, Browns of Dipple, Alexanders of Newton, Craibs of Stynie and of course, we aye went up to 
Mrs Hay’s for a day or two. Didn’t they have a distant field called Canada? Charlie would insist on giving 
you a bag of tatties for your mother, so with that resting on your chain, you had to hurl the bike all the 
way home. The usual form of transport was tractor and bogie either from the Square or East Lodge. There 
was aye somebody ready to pull you on board, or you’d get a mighty shove from behind which sent you 
and your pail (and your piece bag) sprawling into the back of the bogie. When you think about it, there 
must have been quite a few galvanised pails in our house. 
 
Do you remember the grieves? Some were fine but others must have taken a leaf out of Hitler’s 
handbook. They might have had short legs but when it came to measuring out your stent they could fairly 
spang. Can you remember what they used to mark the stents? Was it sticks or willow branches? The 
length was often a source of disagreement. Maybe they discriminated by age?  
 
 During the war when men had been called up the tattie holidays stretched to a month. How we prayed 
that the rain would come on early in the day and we’d be sent home in time to catch the bus to Elgin and 
go to the pictures and spend a little of our hard earned wages.  
 
Bad weather was the reason for the only major accident witnessed at The Tatties. The tractor and 
Elevator, or was it the Spinner, was sliding all over the place. The driver got off to put a harn bag under 
the wheels to rectify this. The tractor skidded and crushed both his legs. 
 
Stynie was great. You got two hours for your dinner because they still used horses for transporting the 
tatties.The horses had to be fed, watered and rested. Wasn’t there a tractor driver at Stynie who ate raw 
tatties, just like apples? It was hard and hungry work and we often eked out our rations with a neep or two 
cut on the hasher, but raw tatties? Ugh!. Sometimes the dry shaws were raked into piles. Into the bonfires 
which followed we’d throw tatties and later kick them out of the ashes and devour them. Delicious!  
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BEST FOOT 
FORWARD 
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 Judging for the competition took place on Wed. 3rd August and the result will be announced on the 1st of 
September at a ceremony in the Town Hall in Elgin.  
The glorious summer weather broke and rain greeted the judges Mr and Mrs Wise from Dumfriesshire. 
Happily with 30 years of horticultural experience and 5 years experience in judging competitions behind 
them they were able to see past the rain and appreciate the floral baskets/containers etc. and the excellent 
amenities of the village. Every part of the village was looking neat and tidy and Willie as always had been 
hard at work fighting the good fight against litter. The Scout Hall was the Junior Entry this year and with 
the imaginative use of hiking boots, a rucksack and upturned traffic cones it certainly brought a smile of 
appreciation from the judges. Well Done to The Beavers and their leaders for such an unusual yet 
appropriate entry. The Wilson Memorial area was looking wonderful, thanks to the hard work of Elma 
and friend and the recent planting at the Petanque Piste is now another bright spot in the village.  
 
We received a letter from Clair Morgan wife of the late Fraser Morgan, who wrote wishing to sponsor a 
basket in memory of Fraser and his parents Helen and William Morgan. Many readers will remember the 
Morgan family who lived at ‘Newlands’ in South Street and we are pleased to have a basket placed in 
their memory. Thank you Clair.  
Thanks to everyone for the continued support in putting money in the Fochabers 
in Bloom donations boxes. 



The next Fochabers in Bloom meeting is Thursday 7th September in the back room of The Institute at 
7.30pm. All welcome. The A.G.M. will be held on 1st February 2007. Contact George Murray 820647 
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If you were a member of the Fochabers She Club, we are sure you will have some very happy memories 
of the Glory Days – the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Would you be interested in coming to a reunion?  By the end 
of the year it is hoped to have organised a Cheese and Wine Evening to meet up with “old” friends.  If 
you should have any photographs, memorabilia etc. these would be most welcome. We can laugh and cry 
together about the way we were and how we have survived. This photo below may be just what you need 
to kick start your search.     
 

It 
was 
the 
era 
of 

“Big Hair” and mini skirts at this function in the Gordon Arms Hotel 
 

Can you recognise Helen Farrel, June Cruickshank, Irene Harrold, Audrey Hay, Jean Gordon, Margery 
Anderson, Nan Fettes, Ann Raffan, Cathy Glass, Lexie Harper ? 

 
So, if you are interested please contact –  

Janette Young   01343-821783 
Irene Harrold    01343- 820912 
Ann Raffan       01343-820401 

 

We do look forward to hearing from you and meeting up with you later in the autumn. 
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The village of Fochabers was fortunate to be lit, for some 
decades, by gas but, it seems, the Duke had other ideas.   
When it became known to the inhabitants of Fochabers that the 
Duke of Richmond and Gordon intended introducing electric 
light to Gordon Castle, they quickly persuaded him to extend 
the coverage of the scheme throughout the village.  The power 
station, situated at the mouth of the Fochabers Burn was 
opened in 1905. There were early problems with the changing 
levels of the river and with ice in winter. To overcome these, a 
supplementary power house with a steam engine was built 
immediately to the east of the first. In recognition of the 
generosity of the Duke in supplying electric light, the people of 
Fochabers erected a memorial lamp in the Square in 1906. 
 

Now we hear that there may be a new source of power. Could 
it be that the methane gas which is a bi-product of the Council 
Dump at Dallachy may be “harnessed” to produce a new kind 
of electricity for the village ?  We are intrigued by this 
coincidence on the hundred year anniversary and look forward 
to further details 
.   
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As The Fochaberian went to 
press in May we were about 
to attend the very first Moray 
Newsletter of the Year 
Awards Ceremony. Little did 
we think we would come 
away victorious. Judged by 
Pauline Taylor, Editor of The 
Northern Scot we were 
delighted by her words. 
 
 “ A real winner. Bright, 
newsy and well produced. A 
well-established community 
newsletter – and it shows! 
Allowing people to make a 
voluntary contribution to its 
costs is an excellent idea. The 
Fochaberian comes across as 
a real voice of the community, 
addressing issues of concern. Congratulations, a very worthy winner and a template for other aspiring 
communities”.   
So, there we are. We’ll try and live up to these words of praise.  
 

This edition: Kay Griffin, Vicki Holmes, Dorothy Leslie, Sylvia Reid, Clair Tombe 
 


